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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. IX. # March 9, 1849. No. 5. 


G. B. Airy, Esq., Astronomer Royal, President, in the Chair. 

Mons. V. Fasel, of Stow, near Aylesbury; 

Commander W. T. Bate, R.N., South Sea, Portsmouth; 
Wm. Brooke, Esq., Gray Friars’ Priory, Norwich; 

Edward Bury, Esq., 14 Moorgate Street; and 
Henry Barrow, Esq., 26 Oxendon Street; 
were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


The annual 4to. half-volume, containing the more extensive 
memoirs, for the year 1847-48, is just completed, and will 
be ready for delivery in a few days. The price is 6 s, to 
Fellows of the Society and 12 s, to the Public. The annual 
8vo. half-volume, which contains the observations, shorter 
memoirs, abstracts, &c. is given with the 4to. half-volume. 
The two are complementary to each other, and scarcely 
contain any thing in common, except the Annual Report. 


At the conclusion of the Annual Report, mention is made of arr 
application by the Council to Viscount Palmerston, requesting his 
lordship’s good offices in favour of our venerable and respected 
associate, Professor Schumacher. We are happy to say that 
his lordship not only received the application with the utmost 
courtesy, but has brought the matter before the Danish Govern¬ 
ment with great earnestness, and we trust with the best effect. 
It is understood that similar representations have been made by 
almost all the civilised states in Europe, a remarkable tribute to 
the individual merits of Professor Schumacher, and honourable to 
all the parties concerned. The occasion is new, and the una¬ 
nimous and spontaneous expression of feeling in different coun¬ 
tries is most creditable to the character of the science and to its 
cultivators. 

We subjoin a letter addressed to the Royal Astronomical So¬ 
ciety, by the President and Mathematical Section of the Imperial 
and Royal Institute of Sciences, Letters, and Arts, in the Venetian 
Provinces 
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96 Professor Schumacher, 

u To the Royal Astronomical Society of London , from the 

Members of the Mathematical Section of the Imperial and 

Royal Institute of Sciences, Letters , and Arts , m the Venetian 

Provinces, 

“ Repeated communications from some of our members to the 
mathematical class of the Institute, have excited in us the painful 
apprehension that the recent disputes between the German Diet 
and the Kingdom of Denmark, with respect to the duchies of 
Schleswig-Holstein, may endanger the actual centre of astrono¬ 
mical relations, the celebrated establishment arid observatory of 
Altona, by suspending the valuable labours of the Nestor of living 
astronomers, the meritorious and illustrious Councillor Schu¬ 
macher,—-an event which would be injurious in the highest degree 
to astronomical science and to all its ardent cultivators. 

“ The Royal Astronomical Society of London, to which Astronomy 
and Navigation are so deeply indebted, can measure better than 
any other scientific body the irreparable loss which theoretical 
and practical Astronomy would suffer, should any material change 
be made in that admirable establishment. The Royal Astronomical 
Society well knows the indefatigable activity of Professor Schu¬ 
macher, appreciates the felicity of his geographical position, in one 
of the greatest centres of communication between civilised nations, 
and estimates, at its due value, the extent and refinement of the 
plan of the Aslronomische Nachrichten , in which for nearly thirty 
years the learned editor has published, with the greatest promptness 
every discovery, and every new step towards perfecting Astronomy, 
Geography, and Mathematics. 

“ The Observatory of Altona, owing to the intelligence and ac¬ 
tivity of its director and chief, and to its favourable situation, must 
be regarded as an European institution; and all those who are 
friendly to the progress of science should interest themselves in its 
preservation. 

“ As the Government of England will, doubtless, have a large 
share in settling the disputes which do or may compromise the 
fortune of so important an establishment, we apply to your illus¬ 
trious Society, in the confident hope that, in our name as well as 
in your own, you will interpose your good offices for the preservation 
of the actual state of the Observatory of Altona, and of its incom¬ 
parable director. 

“ This prayer .of Science will doubtless find favour from the en¬ 
lightened Government of your powerful and civilised nation,—a 
nation by which, in all time, Astronomy, Geography, and Naviga¬ 
tion, have been vigorously protected and promoted. 

“ Ludovico Menin. President of the Institute, and Professor 
of History in the University of Padua. 

“ Serafino Raffaelle Minich, Professor. 

“ Carlo Conti, Professor of Mechanics. 

“ Domenico Turazza, Professor of Geodesy and Hydrometry. 

“ Giovanni Santini, Professor of Astronomy. 

“ Giusto Bellavitis, Professor of Descriptive Geometry.’’ 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at H.E.C. Bibliotheque Myriam & J. Robert Ouimet on June 22, 2015 




